NOTES FROM SALLY KING INTERVIEW
Memory from the Peace Council:

Bishop (reese?) His sister had been attacked…his courage in a crisis and ability to stay present to an intransigent situation…little glory with many elements against you, but remaining steadfast.
Second anecdote

Peace Council in Jerusalem: Holocaust day. Spent days hearing many stories from diverse groups of people. The buddhists in the room were feeling discomfort. A Thai buddhist woman broke the ice: “I cannot understand in my heart what the Palestinians and the Israelis are saying” she saw them as nourishing their suffering rather than letting go of it.

PC was invited to Hebrew Memorial College on Holocaust Day. Separate conversation with Dean; a tibetan monk began to speak, quietly: ‘The Tibetans were invaded by the Chinese; many people lost their lives and homes.” They decided it was due to their past karma, and that sometime in the past, Tibetans did something terrible to the Chinese. Told his Jewish audience to think about that. Main point is to have compassion for mistakes made from an egocentric view point, out of ignorance. Must have compassion for suffering on both sides; don’t look at the Chinese as evil, but try to find a peaceful solution and make them happy and peaceful. 
What he was really opening up was a whole new way of looking at things: 

• Maybe we contributed to this situtation in some way

• Maybe all the blame isn’t entirely on the other side

• Maybe it’s not the right approach to label the other side as entirely evil

• That is the kind of approach that many of us take in many areas of our lives

Also brings up the question of non-attachment, examination of our motives when we talk about remembering, etc. towards justic. 
Non-Attachment 
• Politics of victimhood; based on attachment to an identity. 

• Sense that you’re identifying with a particiular group, and then there’s some wrong doing towards yourself and that group. This teaching gets handed down through the generations. 

 •Jewish identity: sense of having been wronged and oppressed over the centuries. • Perfectly valid, but also what Rabbi Levi said: that need to remember all these things and sufferings becomes an unbearable burdon. 
• Buddhism & non-attachment offers a more fluid and future-oriented sense of identity. 

Revenge
• Buddhists very rarely use the term justice. They don’t entirely understand concept.

• Westerners are often talking about revenge when they use justice.

• Revenge only adds to the cycle.

Quote from Dhammapada, words of the Buddha

“Hatred is never appeased by hatred in this world. It is appeased by non-hatred. This is an eternal law.”
The only way for the cycle of revenge to end is to introduce some other element: using self control and not acting out of hatred.

Social Engagement
• Historically speaking, in some respects, buddhists have not engaged with the world sufficiently. 

The foundation for a lot of buddhist engagement is compassion. 

• There is suffering, and that’s a problem. The point of buddhism is to do something about that suffering. An opportunity to become engaged and do something about it.

•  In modern times, there has been a movement to look at the issue both socially and spiritually.

Thought Experiment
Try to think about the situation in terms of suffering (not justice). All parties are probably suffering in some form. Does that take the way you respond in a different direction? 

Is there still something missing if you don’t use the concept of justice? 

If you look at the Arab/Israeli situation in terms of suffering, immediately you begin to look for a win-win situation. To alleviate the suffering on both sides. The goal shifts…it’s not about one side winning.
Myth of Redemptive Violence 

Anecdote: 

Conference before engaged buddhism started. Wondering how it would look…if you’re going to “be one with the victim”, you have to be “one” with everything…who wants to be one with the oppressor? Thich Nhat Hanh knew how to get out of this place- his poem, “Please call me by my true names” – identifies with both sides of each conflict. 

• We are stuck in the tale of the ‘villain who just needs killin’. You just want to get rid of them. But where do those “villains” come from? If we were born into the same situation, we would be the “villain”. It doesn’t do any good to get rid of that one person if you’re not going to get rid of the economic, political and social conditions that produced that person.
• We’re all in process and we’re all produced by causes and conditions. We need to put much more attention on that than on the condemnation that we’re used to.
