NOTES FROM CALL WITH K.L. SESHAGIRI RAO
Encyclopedia of Hinduism

-Brought together hundreds of scholars from all over the world- US, England, India. More than 7,500 entries, many volumes. Will be released in the West also. Helpful to persons interested in Hindu traditions and also to academics and scholars.

Some of the misinterpretations and misunderstandings about Hinduism have been put straight in the encyclopedia.

What would you tell someone about Hinduism?

· The most ancient tradition, but also very modern and up to date. 

· All religions are dynamic and go on to adjust to changing circumstances. The core values are the same, but they are to be adjusted to situations and conditions of the time in society.

Hinduism has been effective in staying current and yet faithful to its roots.

For example, with the caste system and position of women; Gandhi addressed all those issues. Whatever is not up to date and relevant to the current society, should be changed. Whatever is helpful to the whole humanity should be kept.

Sanatana Dharma: 

Sanatana means eternal; no beginning or end, it is always there. Dharma is teaching of the application of truth in life.

Divine as viewed by Hinduism:
In the Hindu tradition, the most important thing is truth. Truth exists in everybody, outside and inside you. Nothing is important if it does not contain truth. It is truth that makes everything valuable. That truth is called God. 

Two phases: Virguna(?); that which does not have qualities. Sugana(?); that which has qualities and attributes. With qualities and attributes, it becomes personal. But truth is not only personal it is also impersonal. 

Both law and ??. ?? is the supreme being monotheistic God.  Law is the one that is not to be forgotten; like gravitation or nuclear energy. We have to be careful about both the aspects of the truth.

The West really has the personal, monotheistic aspect, but Hinduism puts importance on both aspects. 

Adding to Jim’s “excellences” of Hinduism

It is not the knowledge that is important; it is the practice that is important. You may know lots of things about swimming, but if you don’t get in the water, you don’t know how to swim. Knowledge is not enough. One ounce of practice is better than one pound of theoretical knowledge. 

Service/Seva

Putting truth in action is important. How do you put love, compassion in action? It is by serving other people. 
Service to people is service to God. Gandhi calls this Sarvodaya: the development and welfare of all. 


• No discrimination between race, religion, nation. Every person is equal and you must serve all people. 


• All aspects of being; physical, mental, intellectual, spiritual. 

What has happened in many countries is they only give importance to the physical aspect. That becomes consumerism, materialism. 

If you forget that you have a spiritual dimension, you forget about what you want to achieve in life. 
In service, you have to give not only the proper knowledge but the proper way to put that knowledge into practice. 

Story about Alexander the Great and a sage

· A person who is happy and has realized the nature of himself doesn’t care for the external things

Service is not limited to one group- it has to extend from members of our family to members of our community, our country, the world. 

Interfaith Dialogue

It is certain that the interreligious movement is gaining momentum around the world. It points to the necessity of dialogue between different faiths and the desirability of the involvement in the promotion of human values at practical levels. 
There is the need for worldwide coordination of religious leadership as the driving force for fostering peace and creating mutual understanding and respect, and working cooperatively for constructive human goals. 
Universal values cut across all religions, civilizations and cultures. They are human values. We all belong to the family of humankind. No civilization is an island to itself. 
Dialogue enables us to reclaim our common humanity and intrinsic spirituality. It helps us to accentuate the positive insights of all religions and cultures and to transcend the negative elements. All religions can contribute to the celebration of life. 
Freedom is universally valued. Pursuit of moral and spiritual values is the essential part of civilization. Respect of human rights, search for unity in diversity, sanctity of life, nonviolence and love and the search for truth are highly regarded by all. They have to be nurtured and used for shaping the future of human civilization. This is what the interreligious movement is trying to do.
Sikhism
Sikhism was started 500 years ago by Guru Nanak. He was faced with the kind of trouble and conflicts that were going on between Hinduism and Islam- he had a very ecumenical approach and tried to bring those two religions together. 

The Sikh tradition is very ecumenical; it wants to learn about the values and insights in every religious tradition and respects all religions. 

It also tries to “undo” certain things such as the caste system. Doesn’t believe in secondary status of women. He took whatever was best in Islam and Hinduism. 

Jainism

Very old religion; as old as Hinduism if not more. 

Has 24 most important teachers called Thirthankaras

Very ecumenical and accepts all the religious traditions

One of the theories is called ‘shadvadya?”  From that point of view, that view is correct. From this point of view, this view is correct. Unless you put yourself in that position you won’t be able to appreciate it. That’s why you have to give importance to every tradition and see every tradition in the way people from that tradition see it. 

Ahimsa

Truth and life- they are one. Since life is truth, you can’t ?? any part of that life.  That’s why nonviolence is necessary. In order to understand the wholeness of the truth, we have to have nonviolence. Only through nonviolence and love can you understand truth. 

Openness

Are you open to the currents of truth that are coming from different sources? If you are open, then you are free. If you are not open, then you don’t understand and you are not free. Exclusivism means that I have the truth and nobody else has the truth. You are not able to appreciate and understand the truth that is present in different traditions.

Scientific approach to truth is quantitative, limited to the empirical world. Limited to what you can see, hear, etc. 

Science and Spirituality

Science does not tell you about love, the goals of life, the meaning of love, how you should live, etc. Very important aspects of life are not covered by science. The holistic approach is very important because the truth is so vast. You have to be prepared to see truth wherever it is; the transcendental truth; the truth inside you, not just outside you. 

Science and technology are helpful to make life more comfortable, increase standards of living. 

But what is it that makes you happy? It’s not just more money. That is a condition. The happiness is in you. Understand the nature of happiness, then you’ll be happy.

Even to define truth is to limit truth. Don’t define truth. You realize truth.

The search for truth through life is a very important thing and should be done without conditions. We don’t have to regulate it in a particular way. 

Closing

We should try to find spiritual values that are universal. All that is great in world religions is to be highlighted and pressed for the service of humanity. Insights of different faith traditions should make life and society more human and humane. Religious leaders of the world have the responsibility to promote good life for all by creating appropriate structures to fight evil and injustice nonviolently in individual and social realms. Our age demands a new spiritual vision and a new social economic order for the development and betterment of all people all over the world.
