Rev. Gonzalo Ituarte, OP
“Poverty, Migration, and Peace”
The modern dynamics of globalization have given rise to massive patterns of migration, often driven by chronic poverty This phenomena offers economic and social opportunities and challenges that can only be addressed by the planetary community as a whole. Gonzalo Ituarte, as head of the Dominican Order in Mexico and a long-time champion of the rights of the poorest of the world’s people, will help to clarify the role of modern migration with respect to the search for peace. How are the faces of nations, cultures, and religions changing as the drama of poverty and migration unfolds around the globe? How is humankind itself being transformed? And is there a chance that we may be witnessing the birth of a new era of global citizenship.
We’ll talk about the link between poverty and migration as a source of injustice and suffering, but also – as Gonzalo puts it –  as an opening to a possible “transformation of the world into a multicolored and kaleidoscopic mosaic in which every person, group, people, and religion can find a place.”

• Link: Interreligious Insight: a Journal of Dialogue and Engagement, V4 N3, p. 60, Gonzalo Ituarte, “Migration: a Christian Reflection http://www.interreligiousinsight.org/July2006/July06Ituarte.html
• Link: The Global Migration Group—comprehensive resources on every aspect of the challenges and opportunities presented by the phenomenon of global migration http://www.globalmigrationgroup.org/ 

• Thriving excerpt, p. 228:
Global citizen are cosmopolitans. Their world-centric outlook is a powerful antidote to the familiar variations of egocentrism: nationalism, racism, sexism, and intolerance in general. The true cosmopolitan is not a moral relativist but one who understands that plural truths are possible.
The global citizen is the cosmopolitan first and the patriot after. Understanding that true citizenship in one’s own country or culture is not possible outside the context of full commitment to the planetary community, a globalist serves both. To be a true global citizen, aspire first to be a committed bioregionalist, knowing that we meet and know the world first by developing a deep knowledge of the place, the watershed, the community we inhabit. Being at home in our own bioregion makes possible a much richer appreciation of the way such regions interdepend in the global ecosystem and in the social structures of the global village.
Finally, the emerging global consensus of values is the text of global citizenship. The rising global consensus celebrates many things, including the self-empowerment of women, the needs of the world’s children, and the fact that the global challenge is not just one of resources but of vision.
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